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1. The CSP (seismic) exam is a computer-based test (CBT) administered by Prometric, Inc. and is multiple 
choice format of 55 questions and 2 hours 30 minutes in length.  That comes to an “average” pace of 
approximately 2 minutes 45 seconds per question.   

2. The CSP exam is a VERY fast-paced exam as compared to the NCEES Principles & Practice Exam with 80 
questions and 8 hours in length (i.e., 6 minutes per problem).  Some CSP exam questions may take only 30 
seconds to solve while others may take 5 minutes or longer to solve. 

3. The CSP exam will likely be THE most difficult exam you will ever take in your engineering career ... so 
prepare accordingly.  There are no "short cuts". 

4. Allow approximately 2 to 3 months to prepare for the CSP exam.  Depending on work and/or family 
demands, some people will require more time while others may be able to cut that down to 2 months or 
less. 

5. Watching the On-Demand videos is important to learn the concepts, BUT plan on spending 2x or 3x as 
much time solving problems than viewing videos.  Solving problems will be the ONLY way to gain the 
knowledge, accuracy, and speed necessary to pass the CSP exam. 

6. Create a binder of 3-hole punched course handouts with tabs and notes to be used during the course for 
completing the assignments, solving practice exams, and taking the CSP exam.  Consider adding 3-hole 
punched copies of pertinent ASCE 7-16 chapters & 2021 IBC (or 2022 CBC) chapters with highlighting, 
notes, and tabs to this binder.  This should be your FIRST “go to” reference.  Add your own study aids and 
notes to this binder, or a separate binder if you prefer. 

7. Use the SDR Workbook with added notes and tabs as your SECOND “go to” reference. 

8. View the Practice Problems #1 and Practice Problems #2 videos after completing all chapter videos, Part 2 
– Example Problems, and Part 3 – Multiple Choice Problems. 

9. Request access to the online CBT Practice Exam AT LEAST 2 weeks BEFORE your CSP exam. 

10. View the Final Review videos BEFORE taking ANY practice exams (e.g., SDR Practice Exams) and the online 
CBT Practice Exam. 

11. Consider adding other practice exams (e.g., AEI, PPI, EET, etc.) to get more problem-solving practice and 
stagger with the SDR Practice Exams. 

12. Take the online CBT Practice Exam AT LEAST 1 week BEFORE your CSP exam. 

13. Consider rescheduling your CSP exam "IF" you do not score well on the practice exams. 

14. Contact me at info@seismicreview.com AFTER you take the CSP exam so I can pause your On-Demand 
account, and then follow up via email when you receive your CSP exam results.   

15. If you do not pass, your On-Demand account can be reactivated when you are ready to start up again. 
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